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t is a privilege to be asked to share my understanding of

social justice and my personal experience as an immigrant

pastor in Amsterdam. In my work as an immigrant pastor, |
am confronted on daily basis with different kinds of injustice. In
this article | will share with you some of these experiences.

But | will like to begin by referring to the book of Genesis. It is
the first book of the bible which also recorded the first unjust
act in human experience. This book helps me to understand
that the world and everything that exists were created by God
and for God.

There are many schools of thought about the story of creation,
therefore what we believe will influence our understanding of
the world, our relationship to the earth and people around us.
In view of this, | will like to state from the onset that | believe
that the world was created by God as revealed in the Scripture,
though we might not have detail understanding of how long
this took and how many years it has being in existence. If the
world was created by God, then it must be subjected to God's
regulations for proper functioning according to God's plan and
purpose.

God created humankind to take care of his creation in the final
process of creation (Genesis chapter 1 and 2 ). The power and
the authority to steward creation was given to humankind.
However humankind lost this authority when they desire to be
independent of God (Genesis chapter 3).
relationship between God and humankind was broken and the
relationship between/among humankind became toxic. Work
became a toil, humankind became selfish and greedy and the
first visible unjust murder of Abel by Cain was recorded
(Genesis chapter 4). Injustice creeped into the space of
relationship. This situation increased in number and intensity
as peopleincreased onthe face of the earth.

As a result, the

The story of the people of God as revealed in the Scripture
shows many instances of injustice and God's response through
his prophets in the Old Testament. God's plan to address this
issue was revealed to the nation of Israel with the promise of
sending his righteous Son, who will come to seek justice and
reconcile all that were broken including humankind to God,

while proclaiming the righteous kingdom of God on earth.

The Witness of the Prophets:

Inthe Pentateuch and Prophets, the issue of social injustice was
extensively dealt with. God called his people through many of
his prophets on many occasions to deal with social injustice.
(this includes economic injustice- use of unjust scale/misuse of
labourers, social injustice- maltreatment of foreigners and
strangers/the neglect of orphans and widows, political
injustice- misuse of power etc,). These and other forms of
injustice were condemned by God at various times in the
history of Israel.

Many of these Old Testament Scriptures has been part of the
Scriptures that influenced my sense of social justice. For the
purpose of this article, | will like to refer to a few of them.

The first could be found in Deuteronomy chapter twenty
sixteenverse twenty.

“20 You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may live and
inherit the land which the Lord your God is giving you”.

| considered this Scripture as one of the major commanded to
the nation of Israel as they journeyed to the promise land.
Doing justice is the condition for prospering in the land they are
going to possess. The implication is that justice attracts God's
blessings and injustice hinders the blessings of God. | will like to
refer to the second Scripture as stated in Deuteronomy chapter
twenty four verse seventeen.

“You shall not pervert justice due the stranger or the fatherless, nor take a
widow's garment as a pledge”

Thisis a very strong commandment given to Moses and the new
community of God on their way to the promised land. God's
plan is to create a new righteous community where he rules in
peace and righteousness. However many of the kings of Israel
and Judah failed woefully in exercising righteousness. God
therefore sent several prophets to them to remind them and to
warn them of their acts of injustice and the consequences of
unjust living. Jeremiah was one of these prophets that spoke

Continued on page 4



Continued from page 3

WHATI THE BIBLE SAYS

regularly concerning the unjust society, reminding the
people and especially the kings and the affluents of God's
commandment of their unjust actions.

My third Scripture is therefore from the book of Jeremiah
chapter twenty two verse three to five;

“3 Thus says the Lord: “Execute(a] judgment and righteousness,
and deliver the plundered out of the hand of the oppressor. Do no
wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, or the
widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you indeed do
this thing, then shall enter the gates of this house, riding on horses
and in chariots, accompanied by servants and people, kings who sit
on the throne of David. 5 But if you will not [b]hear these words, |
swear by Myself,” says the Lord, “that this house shall become a
desolation.”

God sent this message through Jeremiah to the kings of
Judah with a promise attached to it. If the kings of Judah will
do righteous and take care of the people, they will enjoy
divine blessings from God. The opposite is also true, if they
should choose to be unjust in their actions, they will become
desolate.

Micah chapter six verse eight is also among the Scriptures
that speaks passionately to me about God's response to
injustice;

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord
require of you But to do justly, To love [aJmercy, And to walk humbly
with your God?”

Injustice is mostly responsible for untold suffering in different
parts of hations around the world. Living and doing righteous
attracts God's blessings while acts of injustice brings
destruction. To do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly:is
what God requires from his people. It is interesting to see
how mercy and humility are linked to doing justly.

Pride and lack of mercy seems to precede injustice. The
nation of Israel failed to live a just life and they became
desolate. However, God, in fulfilment of his promise sent his
only begotten Son- Jesus Christ into the world to confront all
types of unrighteousness and to model a righteous living.

Jesus Christ our Righteousness:

Jesus Christ himself is our righteousness. He is the emblem of

social justice. His life is what really shaped my view on social
justice. He is the word of God that demonstrates and teaches

God's response to social injustice. He is the fulfilment of
many Scriptures in the Old Testament that influenced my
commitment to social justice. (Some of these Scriptures are;
Leviticus 19:15; Isaiah 1:17, 16:1-11; Zechariah 7:9-10;
Jeremiah 22:3; Amos 5:24).

During his life on earth, He challenged the Jewish leaders
who regularly use the Scripture to elevate themselves in
order to oppress others. In Matthew twenty three verse
twenty three, he confronted the Pharisees for neglecting
justice, mercy and faith. On many occasions he challenged
those who use their power and wealth to oppress the poor
and the less-privilege. When he started his public ministry,
he stated his mission clearly as recorded in Luke chapter four
verse sixteen to twenty one;

“ So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His
custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood
up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah.
And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was
written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me [iJto heal the broken-
hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, To set at liberty those who are [j] oppressed; [To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord.” Then He closed the book, and gave it back to
the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue
were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Jesus revealed himself as the fulfilment of the Old Testament
Scripture where righteousness is central. The first mission as
stated in this Scripture is to preach the gospel to the poor. He
brought the good news of freedom from poverty - material,
social and spiritual poverty. The Old Testament record of the
history of God's people clearly indicated that one of the root

causesof poverty.inall ramificatien is injustice:

People became poor materially when denied of their
properties and opportunities to participate in the social
economic possibilities of their time. Unjust living was-also
responsible for untold suffering and destruction of many
social networks and relationships. The issue of spiritual
poverty can be linked to refusal or ignorance to live
righteously as commanded by God:This:isswhatdesus came
to put right. He came to establish a new community where
righteousness will again take its central place. Inthe above
mission statement, Jesus stated that he has been sent to heal
the broken hearted. When people are denied justice and
especially when they feel helpless and unable to do



anything, the result is depression and brokenness. Injustice
robs people of their livelihood. It denies people the joy and
peace needed to enjoy life. Jesus categorically declared that
this is why he came to give life back to the oppressed. This is
what the church was established to continue to do.

In his teaching and ministries, Jesus taught about justice and
injustice. In the concluding part of the beatitude as recorded in
the Gospel of Matthew, he told his disciples that in everything,
they should do to others what they would have others do to
them, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. ( Matthew
7:12)

Understanding that the Jewish society at the time of Jesus was
not a compartmentalized society will help us tremendously in
understanding the ministry and the teaching of the New
Testament church.

During the time of Jesus, social institutions (kinships,
economics, politics and religion) did not exist independently of
one another. Life was not compartmentalized, but treated as a
whole. According to Bruce,

“Religion provides reasons for what exists and the models that generate those
reasons. Therefore religion forms the meaning system of a society, and as
such, feeds back and forward into kinship, economic, and political systems,
unifying the whole.” Jesus, therefore, was speaking to an audience that had a
holistic understanding of life, which is far different from post enlightenment
society and compartmentalized social institutions. (Manila J. Bruce, The
Social Gospel of Jesus (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001), 16.

The kingdom of God as understood by the post enlightenment
culture is seriously influenced by a modern understanding of
politics and economy. This dichotomy is what influenced the
Pentecostal church in their Theology, hence the
misunderstanding of the mission of Jesus Christ as stated
above.

Pentecostals leaned seriously towards the deliverance of the
poor and the oppressed through the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit's ministry has been reduced to the ministry of
signs, wonders and miracles. Most of the woes confronting
humankind is linked to the works and the influence of the
kingdom of darkness and the devil. The issue of
righteousness/social injustice that is the centre of the Kingdom
of God that Jesus came to preach is sadly neglected in
Pentecostalism.

“Pentecostals believed that a Spirit filled believer/church is missionary by
nature. The pre-modern miracles are very well evident in the Pentecostal
world-view. There is a great belief in the supernatural. Salvation of the souls
of humankind occupies the central place in their mission activities. The recent
charismatic movement has gone a bit further in focusing on individuals and
relationships with God. God is presented as a vendor of all good things, which
can be claimed and possessed by Pentecostal believers. The church then
becomes a consumer community inviting non-church people to come and
take their shares of the blessings of the kingdom.” ( M.O Alagbe, The church is
boring if not relevant (Amsterdam: Galiliee media, 2015), 57.

Social justice has not been given the place it deserves in
Pentecostalism. Spiritual poverty is what is heavily
emphasised. In their practice of theology, people are called

unto repentance. Believers are challenged to live a spirit filled
life. Pentecostalism believe that material poverty is the result
of the works of the devil, who came to steal, kill and destroy.
They believe that people can be set free from this bondage
through praying in the name of Jesus. This understanding
guided their theology/preaching of prosperity and abundance,
reducing the Christian faith to freedom from spiritual poverty.
The issue of social justice has no serious place in
Pentecostalism.

Pentecostalism preaches a one-sided gospel which is far from
the comprehensive gospel that our Lord Jesus Christ came to
preach. The gospel that Jesus came to preach is 'holistic' as it
covers all areas of life. The gospel of Jesus Christ is not a divided
gospel. It addresses the spiritual, social-material and other
aspects of life.

| was brought up with this one sided Pentecostal theology until
God in his mercy granted me the grace to study and researched
at Bakke Graduate University Seattle. The first year was a
period of crisis as | was confronted with many issues that
contradicted my pentecostal understanding of life and mission.
| went through series of paradigm shifts. It was not until the
second year of research and reflection that | began to digest,
understand and accept the 'holistic' ministry of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The four years research studies at Bakke University took
me and my cohort to China, Philippine, some cities in Europe
and America where we met and researched transformational
leaders who understood and practiced the comprehensive
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. During this studies | did
discovered that there is now a current trend of new
pentecostalism that are rediscovering the holistic ministry of
our Lord Jesus Christ and have began to engage in
comprehensive mission of God to the world.

Onthe other hand, the Protestant church especially here in the
Netherlands somehow have also lost sight of the spiritual
aspects of the gospel that our Lord Jesus came to preach. The
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ as understood and practiced by
the Protestant church focused heavily on delivering people
from social poverty without addressing the evil structures of
the society. Jesus seems to have been reduced to social activist
but our Lord is more than a social activist. He is Lord over al
kingdoms. He came to reconcile everything to God.
Addressing social and material poverty without dealing with
the structural evil of injustices like addressing the symptoms of
asickness without dealing with the root cause.

Social Justice as being experienced among the immigrants

My understanding of the holistic mission of God to the world is
what now shaped and guided my ministry here in the
Netherlands. As an immigrant pastor, | am constantly
confronted with the plight of immigrants and the challenges
they encounter on daily basis. The issues confronting many




immigrants range from social inequality, discrimination, marginalization to lack
of opportunity to fully participate in the social economic space in the
Netherlands.

Many immigrants suffer daily from economic injustice. There are immigrants
that were paid five euro for a day's work because they were undocumented.
Those who are documented suffer economic injustice as employers take
advantage of theirignorance of the employment law. The current trends is now
is to employ immigrant for six months after which they were sent home for
three months before reapplying again for the same job. This unjust economic
system have brought many immigrants to perpetual economic stagnation.

Many young girls are being forced into prostitution by traffickers who use their
money and power to keep these young girls in bondage. Some years ago, | was
involved in counseling many of these girls that were arrested by the Police.

Many immigrants feel not recognize as part of the Netherlands society. This is
the worst form of injustice that any human being could be subjected to. There
are stories of immigrant children that suffered continuous injustice of
discrimination/ bullying at schools. These immigrants wake up every day with
the feelings of inferiority complex hanging over them. Many live under this
heavy weight of injustice for many years. Immigrant pastors are confronted
daily with many of these stories of injustice.

Finally in the past five years we have started experiencing another form of
social injustice in the area of housing. Many immigrants are now finding
affordable housing very difficult to get. This is the current form of social
injustice in the city of Amsterdam. Many immigrant churches in big cities are
finding affordable places of worship difficult to get. Most immigrant churches
in Amsterdam are located in industrial areas, paying exorbitant monthly rents
despite their non profit work and contribution to a peaceful society.

There are stories of immigrant churches losing their places of worship as
tenants of PKN church because the church building were been sold to non-
Christian organization. Few years ago, about twenty one immigrant churches
were ejected from industrial area of Diemen. These churches moved to this
area when the place was neglected and isolated. Sixteen years later, they were
told to leave after the area has become economically viable. The immigrant
churches are overwhelmed in trying to deal with all these forms of injustice.
The deepest frustration is the lack of constructive help and support from the
indigenous native church.

Appealto the Dutch Body of Christ

My appeal to the Dutch churches is to wake up to their calling/responsibility by
recognising the immigrant churches as part of the body of Christ, building
relationship for a joint mission to our broken society, confronting every form of
injustice together as the body of Christ. | believe that such a partnership will be
mutually beneficial for the glory of God in the Netherland.

We live in unjust society, and the church as the body of Christ is the divinely
ordained body that has been given the power (as the light and salt) to confront
every form of injustice. It is my hope that the native Dutch and the immigrant
church will begin to intentionally work together in addressing issues of injustice
inour society. Together we can.
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Review of

Introduction

have read books, | have imagined things, | have been
taught both at church and the Seminary, but | am still asking
myself this important question. Has any book been able to
make such strong impression in my emotions, the spiritual
perceptivity than this one? In as much as it captures ones
emotions, it is rich with theological exposition by rearranging
God's road plan for recreation and his eternal rule with those
who will believe in the resurrected Christ through the
conversation of Jesus and the two disciples on the road to

e narrative

ne stream of
ives one's mind
vélopment of the
t of the three days way back from
creation to eventual restoration of
things in the new creation. One could
imagine from the comfort of his home
the scenery of Jerusalem and the state
of the characters involved. This type of
narrative made it so easy | must confess
to understand the world of Jesus and
readily came to the conclusion that
those involved were in fact real people
like us whose feelings and intelligence
are being insulted sometimes by some
contemporary scholarships. As some try
to disprove the resurrection they should
realize they are not being sensitive to the feelings of the
mother whose Son died, they are not caring about the feelings
of his disciples whom he lived for at the time. They seem not to
care about their doubts and the confusion that surrounded the
whole episode, since in this account one could readily see that
their perplexity, confusion, and doubts were real and were
sufficiently answered only after they saw Christ raised from
death.

This fictional accounts really answers the comment made by
Richard Hays that the “The puzzled Emmaus disciples have all



the facts but lack the pattern, the integrative interpretation,

I”

that makes them meaningful.” Jesus gave them the template
for resurrection hermeneutic and they got it. This involves
Third day passages, and then suffering and glory patternsin the
Scriptures. In doing so one has to consciously involve the books
of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. This was a wonderful
template. But how do we make them fit the rest of the Bible

Story since we were not there.

Sometimes one would not know what wisdom really is until we
see it being displayed with excellence by someone else and |
think this book actually displays to us God's wisdom for
understanding the Scripture. | discovered a pattern that was
revealed by this book which for me seems to be a pattern for
those who seeks to know God's truth. | see a progressive
transition of understanding to truth and that is the reason why
those who do not have the humility to seek God will ever learn
but not able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

There was transition from wonder, confusion, sorrow and
doubts at the initial stages due to perhaps little or no lamp in
their hearts, to the next stage where Jesus gave them
important connections to understand truth from the Old
Testament. The next stage is always important, that is, as soon
as their eyes were opened, they understood that Jesus indeed
has resurrected, then they were able to identify all the figural
patterns of the “death and resurrection” in the New Testament
as well. Does this echoes why there are still sceptics in our
days? Yes, illumination, illumination!

The milestones to Emmaus helps us to understand the third day
passages in the OT and how they relate to Christ's resurrection
while the Return from Emmaus explores all themes that is
emblematic of resurrection in the NT. What this fictional
account did was that it combined these two books into a
composite material hypothetically in thoughts of Cleopas and
Simeon as they encountered Jesus on the Road to Emmaus. An
imaginary piece of work with profound truth which fit, |
suppose, the real story of Christ's life and ministry. It is
therefore no surprise for this conclusion to be made that all
things that took place in the Scriptures, from creation through
his birth, life and ministry prefigures his suffering and glory.

Personal Value and to Ministry

The book has engendered great faith in me to see the world
filled with resurrection power. Itis all over. Therefore whenever
one is going through any situation in either in private life or
ministry, resurrection is also imminent. This is wonderful to
appreciate.

One other value of this book is another way of preaching the
word; How to imagine and dig through the thought world of
those characters in the biblical world. This is so profound, for |
paused many times with tears asking God to forgive my
unbelief at times when | came to appreciate how they felt. It
sustains my interest and brought the whole truth to sight.

The value of this book to my collections cannot be
overemphasized for it builds a bridge between academics and
the Pulpit. It has practical solutions to pertinent theological
guestions just to mention few; why God allows suffering? The
picture of true marriage, the relevance of baptism, why God
would justify the ungodly, why did God abandon His Son? Why
the sinless could be killed? And “why did the immortal God
became man suffers mortality for us.” This book provides
serious answers some serious questions for the sceptics, the
confused, the dejected and the rejected.

Conclusion:

| can confidently say in my conclusion through this book, the
Resurrection theme taught by Jesus is the way to unlocking all
Scriptural truths. Now | can agree with the assertion made by
Hay's that “We interpret Scripture rightly only when we read it
in light of the resurrection, and we begin to comprehend the
resurrection only when we see it as the climax of the scriptural
story of God's gracious deliverance of Israel.” My initial
reaction to this statement was that it is incomplete and
inconceivable but now I fully agreed. My concluding sentence
will go to the Warrens “you have suggested things | have never
imagined. Wonderful things!”

'.Gage, W. A., & Gage, L. G. (2012). The Road to Emmaus: A Walk with a Stranger from Jerusalem (p.
vi). Fort Lauderdale: St. Andrews House.

2, Gage, W.A., & Gage, L. G. (2012). The Road to Emmaus: A Walk with a Stranger from Jerusalem (p.
95). Fort Lauderdale: St. Andrews House.

3.Gage, W. A., & Gage, L. G. (2012). The Road to Emmaus: A Walk with a Stranger from Jerusalem (p.
v). Fort Lauderdale: St. Andrews House.
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e understand that when there is competition for

a product, the sales person with the best strategy

gets the better part of the clients. The Christian
mission delivered by Jesus to his followers has been attracting
unprecedented competition with regards to its meaning for
life. Secondly, in this postmodern era with its technological
products, every identifiable group is working hard to attract
members into its fold. Thirdly when it comes to the Western
world it has been found out that the gap between the old and
young is widening in decline, meaning people attending church
is generally decreasing yet the young are much affected by the
trend.

Truly my heart aches when | see young ones who have been
caught up in this web of philosophy that life has no eternal
consequences. As | listen to the voices in my community and to
the pains and distresses of parents and young ones | ask, what
effective mission strategy would Christians/Churches need to
do in order to transform the Next Generation into the
Christian way of life? The reality is, in spite of the fact that this
generation is seemingly prosperous, it is also one that has lost
its moral compass.

In my endeavor for a solution | chanced upon a book in my
library titled TRANSFORMING CHILDREN INTO SPIRITUAL
GIANTS by George Berna. Opening the book brought a relief in
my spirit with the hunch that now | know where most of our
energies and resources need to be expended. The author drew
the front lines of the battle field: “In the minds, hearts and souls
of Children.” He posited that Satan's strategic mastermind
involves around the knowledge that if you destroy the
character and hope of children, you rule the world! Satan
although is not omnipotent yet he is intelligent and cleverly
well informed enough to understand that if you win over
children, you have won the war for at least one generation or
more.

Most of his work rest upon solid research and“reinforces one
simple but profound truth over and over again: “if you want to

have a lasting influence upon the world, you must invest in
people's lives; and if you want to maximize that investment,
then you must invest in those people while they are young.”

These two ideas should make us question and reflect upon
where and how our strategic investments have been over the
years. Based on that | suggest that there is the need for re-
engineering our theology since we are all inclined to our
theological opinions. | however believe the young ones should
be atthe center of our Missions strategy.

There is this one major reason why this should be the case. |
believe you would agree that the children of today are facing
multifaceted life wars perhaps ever encountered, especially
those living in the urban cities like Amsterdam. These children
face on daily basis multi-cultural and multi-religious pressures
in densely populated areas. The impact these diversities have
on children is huge. They also face the challenges posed by the
power of technologies and its social medium platforms. The
divorce rate and its attendant consequence cannot be
overemphasized. The consequential effects are well known in
the world; many children fall into unprincipled lifestyles or
become dysfunctional in their personality development. In a

report by The Ombudsman for children in the Netherlands,




titled “Fighting Parents, the Children in a Fix”the researchersin
2014 stated that “annually, approximately 70,000 couples with
The
consequences for children may entail damages to their

underage children decide to end their relationship.

development, social-emotional capacity, general well-being
and prosperity.

The Need for Social and Spiritual Re-engineering

My evaluation of the context indicates that there is the need for
complete social and Spiritual re-engineering. What | mean by
Social engineering is that, Parents are to understand how their
actions, decisions and choices can have a lasting impact on
their children and their future. This should elicit an internal
review of what life is about and to embrace the importance of
creating safe relationships that will help develop children into
responsible adulthood.

One Dutch clinical neuropsychologist Erik Matser from
Helmond summed it up in this way when commenting on the
effect of stress especially on young people. “The western world
is on the eve of perhaps the biggest crisis ever. The cause is
stress. Man as a species no longer functions in today's society,
which is already having disastrous consequences. If we
continue like this, we do not need an atomic bomb to
completely eradicate ourselves. We need a different lifestyle to
prevent a disaster.” Matser went to say that in fact “We have
lost contact with who we really are. And we no longer know
what we need to stay healthy and energetic.”

Spiritual re-engineering will focus on the re-examination of
world view. If one is a Christian then we ought to understand
that we are Stewards of God's resources, which includes our
time, relationships and the children. Children are gifts from
God at the same time a responsibility with accountability.
Therefore the Spiritual health of every parent is crucial in this
process of ensuring a healthy upbringing of Children. | do not
think we can sit at the side lines any longer to see this situation
deteriorate.

Glimpse of Hope

The research by the George Barna Group also gave some
helpful clues to reexamine the emphasis of ministry.

1. Barna's research indicates that only 3 percent of
America's 13-year-olds have a biblical worldview. | do
wonder what will be the situationin Europe.

2. The chances that young people will change their
worldviews to reflect the biblical truth is slim because in
their research 2/3 of 13 years indicated that they will

not alter their core beliefs in the future.

3. There is a level of consistency with regards to religious
beliefs of both adult and children. The point has two
major implications. 1. That the beliefs that a person
accepts at young age are unlikely to change as he or she
ages. And 2. The average young person will meet few
people whose worldviews are strong enough to pose a
challenge for a consideration of the existing belief.

4. People at young age are likely to accept Christ as their
Saviour.

5. The ability to absorb biblical information and principles
naturally is high during the preteen years.

6. Perspectives about the viability and value of church
participation are formed early in life.

7. Habits related to the practice of one's faith develop
when oneisyoung surprisingly hardly change over time.

The Mission Field

We must recognize we are living in world where truth is
considered relative, therefore there seems to be 2 places
where absolute truth can be shared and spoken of unhindered
- our homes and churches. Even though the Holy Spirit can
surprise us David Kinnaman says we can't wait until they are 17
and 18 years to think about their calling, because at 12 they are
already doing things, therefore Mission should start now! It is
possible to impact the next generation within a generation if
we can invest in ministering and preparing them for the kind of
world they are going to face.

Alton Garrison in his book “Spirit-Empowered Church” also
reinforces the fact that Statistics indicate that adults tend to
stop growing spiritually in the fifth to seventh year of their
Christian journey. Therefore we need deliberate programs in
place for our children, students, and youth and if we fail to
emphasize discipleship, right from the nursery (babies) then
we are missing an irreplaceable opportunity to help develop
lifelong followers of Christ. Space limitation would not allow
me but to stress that theologically it is God's intention that
Parents and Church are supposed to pass on the Spiritual
heritage to the Next generation.

Barna further argues that Children are the most important
mission fields that an adult will encounter and our children are
the mission field that God has sent us to win over first. | suggest
that every believer should at least ensure his/her children are
not taken away from the faith. The strategy to win the world is;
if you change the children, you will change the world, and the
sooneryou startinvesting, the greater the payoff.
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1.1: THECALL

Although the form of the call varied from person to person, it

was always prerequisite for entering the ministry. ex. Moses,

Jeremiah, Isaiah, Apostle Paul etc.

* When despair tempts them to doubt their worth,

ministers fall back on the hope and promise of God's call

to steady them and to strengthen their faith.

* Although we may never be completely sure of anything so

subjective as the call, we can apply some tests to help us

determine the validity of our call. Specifically, we can put

our call of God to the time test and the open door test.
TIME TEST?

An emotional experience will fade with time.

But the thing God wants you to do will become stronger
each day in your thoughts, in your prayers, in your
planning. It growsand grows!

THEDOORTEST

If God has truly called you to the ministry, He will make a
way. Thatis, He will open a door of opportunity.

The Call of Moses

Moses'initial call did not occur when he was an eighty-
year-old shepherdinthe desert

Already at the palace of Pharaoh, Moses had an inner
awareness that his destiny was with the people of
God. That inner assurance, that sense of destiny,
became his call.

Read (Hebrews 11:24-26). What did you noticed
about Moses?

First, God not only uses diverse methods to call
different people, but He also speaks to each individual
in avariety of ways.

Second, Moses' experience teaches us to wait for
God's timing.

Third, from Moses we learn not to take matters into
our own hands.

LI Finally, Moses' experience teaches us that even

serious errors do not nullify the call of God.

1.2: CHARACTER

=2 =

The call to ministry is according to the sole
providence of God. He calls whomever He chooses
independent of any effort on our part.

CharacterlIsabout Being

Character and competence are two sides of the same
coin. Character focuses on who we are, whereas
competence focuses on what we do (our skills). That
is, competence is about doing the work of the
ministry. But character is about being—being God's
personinevery situation.

Characteris what God is doing in us: conforming us to
the likeness of His Son (Romans 8:29). Competence
relates to what God is doing through us: the daily
tasks of ministry.

Read | Timothy 3:2—7, how many requirements relate
to character, skill, or talent?

Read (1 Timothy 4:12, 15-16)? Watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you
do, you will save both yourself and your hearers”

How does Satan usually tempt people

Virtually all spiritual failures start with small steps of
disobedience.

On the other hand, each act of obedience, no matter
how small, reinforces the foundations of spiritual
character.

The principle of Luke 16:10. ( faithful in little faithful
in much, unjustinlittle, unjustin much)

2.1THEDEVOTIONALLIFE OF APASTOR

Effective ministry flows from a living relationship
with the Lord. For that reason, it is absolutely critical
that every pastor maintain a regular devotional life.

By its very nature, devotional prayer focuses on the
innerissues of our own spiritual development.

Prayeristothe soul whatbreathisto the body.
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Title: The City of Joy

Author:Dominique Lapierre

Number of Pages Read: 472

Thesis and Argument of the Author:

This is the author's account of two years' extensive research of
the lives of men , women, and children uprooted from their
homes and environment by implacable nature and hostile
circumstances, and thrown into a city whose capacity for
hospitality has been pushed beyond imagination. Itis a story of
love and sharing in the midst of adversity, it is a story of men
and women who abandoned affluent lives to dedicate
themselvesto the poor.

Analysis and Critics

The author clearly presented the chains of events that finally
resulted into robbing peasants of their livelihood, reducing
them to the lowest level of poverty and with shame uprooting
them from their community, throwing them into one of the
crowded cities of the world. It is a true story presented as a
fiction, | could not drop the book till it was finished. It was
exciting, emotional , provocative and educative. It all began
with total dependence on rain. This problem could have easily
been less if not completely solved by provision of adequate
irrigation system.

The initial experience of Stephen Kovalski- the Catholic priest-a
life of incarnate without understanding the culture of his host
community could have robbed him of his goal. However, his
honestintention quickly turned the situation around.

| also noted that father Stephen did made some impact in the
area of treating the sick helping the lepers and other members
of the city of joy regain their self worthiness, He lives among
the poor to experience poverty . He had a big impact and his
presence and ministry seriously effected the whole
community , even changing the mentality of the slum's
godfather. What a transformation !. He however seems to

have no goal of leading the people to the saving knowledge of

JAUTHOR OF BEYOND LOVE .., ~

DOMINIGUE
LAPIERRE

The life of father Stephen demonstrated the impact of

- |

Jesus Christ.

Transferable Principle.

Principle of Incarnation:
incarnation . The fact that he lives among the community
made a serious impact. First, the people could not understand
and they were suspicious , but later trust was built and they
were very open to father Stephen, they loved and held him
dearly to their heart. He became their father. Incarnation
opens the heart of the community for effective ministry. This is
one of the leadership principle that will always guide my
ministry.

In this type of ministry, care should be taken not to become a
Santa Claus . Itis important to empower people for them to be
able to manage their lives. In the story of the City of joy, |
discovered that the migration of many peasants to the city
could have been prevented if the root cause of migration could
be dealt with. Most of these peasants lost their harvest,
swallowed by debt and eventually became poor just because
of the simple reason of dependence on rain for farming.
Droughts and lack of rain in such situation results in lack of
harvest. | believe as an incarnational, transformational leader,
it could have been more productive to teach the peasants and
help them establish irrigation channels to water their crops
without totally depending only on rain. This would have
prevented a lot of suffering. However the decision of father
Stephen to live among the poor resulted in many series of
good projects which later in the book involves irrigation and
empowerment.

Sharing: Whatever is not shared is lost. | discovered this
statement in this book and | completely agree. Sharing is a
powerful principle that makes way for effective ministry. This
willand continue to be central in my ministry.

Partnership: Father Stephen succeeded by partnering with the
locals. Partnering as a principle will feature in my ministry.
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A History of
the Gospel

in Chinese
Author:
Ralph R.

Covell
Number

of Pages
Read: 285

RALPHR. COVELL

Theme:
This book
is the
author's attempt to analyze several examples of efforts of

bringing the Christian faith and Chinese culture together. It is
an analysis of the Gospel in China. It is a book that tries to
understand the position of Christianity in China by assessing
the history of the Christian faith in China. It attempts to analyze
why Christianity has remained foreign to the Chinese in
comparisonto Buddhism, another foreign religion from India.

The book analyzes, the Gospel as preached in China, and why it
failed. It is a documented in-depth detail of contextualization.
The author tries to deduct why the Christian faith failed to take
rootin China.

CRITICS AND ANALYSIS

| do agree that the various and huge divergence of people
groups, in ethnicity, in class strata from lower to the upper
intellectuals and ruling class might have contributed to the
difficulty of contextualization of the Christian faith in China.
However Jesus said we should be as wise as serpent...,
different contextualized approaches and strategies could have
been developed and directed to reaching different peoples
group.

It is unfortunate that the initial efforts of the Nestorian
Christian in contextualization of the Gospel met with great
public opposition from other missionariesin china

However | could understand the fear of syncretism but the
cunning approach of these later missionaries is really
unfortunate. As indicated in this book, about the Nestorians,
the lack of understanding of the culture and the language could

cause more damage than good in the effort of
contextualization. | completely agree with the author that
among other things, the degree of indigenization or
nonindigenization is not the only factor that will lead to a viable
church. Matters of timing, length of stay, economics, politics
and power are also essential ingredients.

One other problem that has plagued the Christian faith is the
issue of division especially in the doctrinal line. The Nestorian's
opposition to the works of John of Montecorvino was
unfortunate as it also contributed to the factors that hinder the
spread of the Gospelin China. Inintroducing the Christian faith
, Ricci did not take a short-cut approach. Avoiding controversial
issues, taking the Chinese from their level of spiritual
understanding on the long journey of conversion to
Christianity, this could be a useful method in our post modern

generation.

Associating the gospel with the flag was one of the major
hindrance to the spread of the gospel in China. This of course
was used as the reason by the government to label Christianity
as imperial religion. To my opinion as much as we need
external supports we should endeavor to always rely on God
for His provision in doing his work. This will save us and the
gospel from a lot of problems and it will be a great witness for
drawing people to the Kingdom of God. The Christian faith is
completely contradictory to the Chinese ancestral rite ( which
is rooted in Chinese culture and also very significant in holding
the Chinese society together ), | can really understand the
struggle and the difficulties of the first generation of
missionaries with this problem. Sincerely speaking, | would
have fall into some of the mistakes they made. However the
overncousciousness inrejecting mass conversion contributed
tremendously to hindering the domestication of the Christian
faith considering the cohesiveness of the Chinese family.
Committed believers could have emerge from the crowd of
conversion. The failure of the Chinese Christian leaders in their
indigenization efforts to address the totality of the needs (
both spiritual and social) of China was also responsible for the
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READ AND SUMMARIZE: Mark 1:35; 6:46; and Luke
22:39.

Prayer marked every significant event in the life of
our Lord Jesus Christ.:

Form His baptism to (Luke 3:2) His death (23:34).
Before choosing the twelve disciples, Jesus prayed
allnight (6:12).

Luke reports that Jesus was praying when He was
transfigured (9:29), and in Gethsemane,

He prayed so earnestly that His “sweat was like drops
of blood falling to the ground” (22:44).

The work we do for God is eternally important, but it
is never more important than our relationship with
Him. This principle is taught throughout the
Scriptures, but especially so in the account of Mary
and Martha:

While the Holy Scriptures are the only infallible,
inspired Word of God, pastors should not limit their
study or devotional reading to the Bible.

Reading a book or article by an author whose heart
and mind is steeped in God's truth is like sitting at
the feet of a truly wise person. These writings can be
afountain of life (Proverbs 13:14).

The inference of the Lord's teaching in Matthew
6:16—18 and 9:14-15 is clear: Our lives should
include regular times of fasting, just as we engage in
regular times of prayer.

This study book consists of 15 chapters: highly recommended
forthose in pastoral ministries.

Reference: http://www.globaluniversity.edu
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Continued from page 15

failure of many of them.

Transferable Principles

Contextualization: Using the postmodern language in the
dissemination of the Gospel without watering or losing the
core message. However, it is very important to have a solid
understanding of the culture and the language of my host
nation in my attemptin contextualizing the gospel.

No One Approach: Having read the author's conclusion as
related to the Nestorian, | have noted that my ministry in
Amsterdam as a foreign missionary have a greater possibility of
success as | take into consideration, the culture, the politics and
the economics,being alerttothe timing and other factors.

Principle of Accommodation: | have learnt to understand that
Jesus Christ is the Gospel and all other things are tradition, this
will help me in accommodating other groups and believers in

our efforts of sharing the Gospel message without entering
into fights and counteraccusation which does not enhance the
spread of the Gospel.

Patience and endurance: According to the book of Isaiah ,
'those who trust in the Lord shall not be in haste'. Ricci
successfully used this approach by laying a solid foundation
without going into controversial issues at the onset of
conversion. This principle will help me in my ministry,
understanding that though | am responsible for sharing the
gospel, the final decision of conversion lies with the Holy Spirit.

Relying on God and not on man: This will save me from many
problems and it will be a witness for the furtherance of the
gospel. Government changes, man is unreliable, but God is
faithful.

Holistic Approach: Both the social and the spiritual needs must
always be taken into consideration in my ministry of
disseminating the gospel.
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MIN 181 Relationships and Ethics in Ministry '
MIN 191 Beginning Ministerial Internship

Send a written request for application form to info@lifeinternational.nl You can also call the registrar.

0625512251 for application form.

BIB 114 Christin the Synoptic Gospels

An introductory study of our Lord's life and times according to the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. It examines the historical setting, His life between the
Annunciationand the Ascension, and His messageandmethod, including His
patables and miracles. Organized around three themes—(1) the world, (2) the
Man, and (3) the message— this introduction helps to fuse our understanding of
His life and work with our commitment to live by the values He taught and
demonstrated. Materials required: Christ in the Synoptic Gospels (IST) by
Michael R. McClaflin Materials recommended: Life of Christ by Ralph M. Riggs

THE 211 Introduction toTheology: A Pentecostal Perspective

A study of historic Christian doctrines as expressed through Protestant and
Evangelic altraditions. The course provides a complete study of the “Statement
of fundamental Truths” of The General Council of the Assemblies of God.
Materials required: Introduction toTheology: A Pentecostal Perspective (IST) by
Johnny Ford Materials recommended: Bible Doctrines by William F. Menziesand
Stanley M. Horton

I ———

e content, purposes, principles, andapplications of £
e role of the Holy Spirit in the early church And §

A thoroug
The course

: cographical, numerical, cultural, and theological gf i >
of the church § :
background \fQ#

L
Belieyers (ISE)
LoﬁaCom ¢

!

alem to Rome. The journeys of Paul are examifeds
3 Materials required: Acts: The Holy Spirit 4 )
eorge O. Wood Materials recommended

nley M. Horton ‘

Colossians, Philemon, P

-
1 J
giples Paul wrote to the J‘E I
G resente&n language that s
Andap plic: €

BIB 121 Introduction to Hermeneutics: How to Interpret the Bible

An introductory course on the principles for interpreting Scripture. It
summarizes the need for hermeneutical principles and explores the qualifications,
tools, and goals of a biblical interpreter. This is followed by a historical survey of
hermeneutics from early Jewish interpreters to the present. The course includes a
unit on the general and specific principles for interpreting the Bible, a unit on
gentes, and a unit on applying the principles. Students develop skills by practicing
the principles in the provided exercises. Materials required: Introduction to
Hermeneutics: How to Interpret the Bible (IST) by Quentin McGhee, Carl
Gibbs, and Willard Teague Materials recommended: Dictionary of
Hermeneutics by James D. Hernando

MIN 123 The Local Churchin Evangelism

The localchurch is the provenance of evangelism for reachingits community and
the world. After a foundational, biblical theology of the Great Commissionand
the Holy Spirit's role in evangelism, this course proposes a comprehensive and
integrated approach to evangelism in the local church that avoids over compart
ntalizing evangelism and discipleship. I.t-f.o_(‘_iiétas’é.s on é.“\.}ar.ietj; of evangelism
c._thods, the evangelistic purpose of an orgaﬁized fellowship of churches, and

toral leadership in evangelism. The largest portion of the course is devoted to
¢ evangelistic responsibility of all b;?rs and practical biblical instruc

bout effective personal evangelism. Materials required: The Local Churc

A Evangelism (IST) by Randy Hurst Materials recommended: The Master Plan‘of

MIN 171 A Spirit-Empowered Church: An Acts 2 Ministry Model -

A biblical, comprehensive, and strategic plan requires the empowerment of
Spirit to produce spiritual fruit and a flourishing church. The strategic pl
based on Acts 2 and focuses on developing Spirit-empowered disciples who

be involved in the five functions found there: connect, grow, serve ,go,and
worship Assessment tools are used to identify areas where thanges are needed,
and the strategic plan is used to focus on God's vision for - each local chu
Materials required: A Spitrit-Empowered Church: An Acts 2 I\"ﬂ's;ry,l\/[odel (@

by Alton Garrison Materials recommended: A Spirit-Empoweréd Life: Disco
the World- Changing Journey God has designed for You by I\/Iicl_l'ge],flarensau
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Tyndale Theological Seminary
Egelantierstraat 1

1171 JM Badhoevedorp

The Netherlands

Website: www.tyndale-europe.edu
E-Mail: info@tyndale.nl

OUTSIDE OF HOLLAND
Tel.: +31 20 659 6455
Fax: +31 20 659 8303

Tel.: 020 659 6455
Fax: 020 659 8303

WITHIN HOLLAND ‘

ABOUT AMSTERDAM BIBLE ACADEMY (ABA)

BA is a weekend and evening School designed
to meet the needs of every believer in and
around Amsterdam who is committed to
knowing Christ and making him known. We recognized
that many could not afford a full time Bible school. This
could be due to full time working schedule or numerous
other reasons. For such people Amsterdam Bible
Academy is the best place to enhance your spiritual
growth and prepare for ministry. Since 1996, ABA have
been providing Theological,
education to local church leaders and believers in and
around Amsterdam. Many of our graduates are now in
different ministries in and outside The Netherlands.ABA
is affiiliated to Global university Springfi eld, Missouri in

Mission and Ministry

USA. Degrees and Diplomas awarded by ABA is
recognized Check
www.globaluniversity.edu for more information. If your
desire is to know Christ and to make Him Known we will
be glad to have you study with us.ABA is a Not-for-Profi
t training Department of Foundation Life & Peace
International for the purpose of raising and developing
transformational leaders for the mission of God to the

world wide.

world.. Jesus said, “I will church...”.
Amsterdam Bible Academy is committed to the building
of Christ’s church for the spiritual, social and
economic transformation of the world. ABA Registrar:

Pastor Henry Anna

build my

PARTNERSHIP & APPRECIATION

e will like to thank all our prayer and fi nancial
partners for your support and encouragement .
We are grateful to Stg. URCO for scholarship
grants. Your partnership is a great source of encouragement.
Amsterdam Bible Academy is Not For Profi t project of
Foundation Life & Peace International.( ANBI) Your prayer
and fi nancial support will be greatly appreciated, to enable

us to continue to provide this | |FE & PEACE INT. (ABA)

ING Banknr: 8285920

. . . . IBAN: NL45INGB0008285920
ission and Theological training BIC: INGBNL2A

to the
leaders and members in the
Netherlands. Gifts
donations will be appreciated.
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