AMSTERDAM BIBLE
ACGADEMY;




g

| This academic year will start from September 2016.
Areas of Studies

- - - LSS

Christian Service Diploma ( 2 years )
Bible

Spiritual Life

Theology

Christian Ethics
The Church

SRS RN P

Christian Service

College Degree Program ( 4 years )
B.A Degree in Bible & Theology
B.A Degree in Religious Education

w|plrlw

B. A Degree in Mission.

Dr. Peter Roelofsma

Admission Requirement

Ability to read and write English is enough for the Christian Service Diploma.

A high School diploma or its equivalent is required to enroll for the College Degree

Program. There is also opportunity to audit the courses without studying for Credit.

In such cases no educational qualification is required.

Send your application to the Registrar:
Amsterdam Bible Academy
Postbus 22550
1100 DB Amsterdam
The Netherlands
Telephone: 0625512251
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Greek
w o r d
translated as
New
ekklesia.

word was also used in secular

church in the

Testament is

This
Greek culture and it denotes a popular assembly. This assembly

may be political and/or judicial, where competent full citizens of a
city meet regularly for political and judicial decisions. Generally, the
word as used in secular Greek and Hellenistic areas always retained

its reference to the assembly of the po/is (city).

The use of the word in Acts 19:32,39 for the riotous
assembly in Ephesus demonstrates that Luke was aware of the
secular use of the word. Stephen was also reported by Luke in Acts
7:38 to have used the word for the assembly of the children of
Israelin the wilderness. Therefore I would like to conclude that the
word ekklesia as used in the New Testament denotes the assembly
of people sharing a common goal. The goal may be social, political
or religious.

What makes the word ekéklesia_unique in the Christian
community is the Lord Jesus_Christ himself. In a discussion with
his disciples to find out if they really know who he is, and in
response to Peter's answer that Jesus is Christ, the Son of the living
God, Jesus said:
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly father

“ Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for

who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are (petra) Peter,
and on this (petros) rock, I will build my (ekklesia) church and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail againstit.” (Matthew 16:17-18). My
concern here is the word ekk/esia.

The word ekklesia as used by Jesus could therefore be said
to be his own unique assembly, his own people, chosen and called
with a common purpose. The Apostle Peter refers to these people
as a chosen generation, a royal priesthood and a holy nation (I Pet.
2:9). Other New Testament writers used egk/esia to describe not
merely an assembly of people, but quite consistently the assembly
of people that has been called by Jesus into a relationship with
himself and his heavenly father.

I would also like to touch on the use of ekklesia for local
and universal assemblies. Especially in the epistles of the Apostle
Paul, ekklesia is used for the assembly of believers in specific
localities or houses, such as the ekk/sia in the house of Archippus
(Philem.2), the ekklesia in the house of Aquila and Priscilla (I Cor.
16:19, Rom. 16:5) etc. In addition to these individual local
assemblies, the word ekklesia is also used in the New Testament to

denote a universal assembly of believers. Examples of this are
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found in some of the Pauline epistles, where he refers to the
persecuted ekklesia (I Cor.15:9; Gal.1:13; Phil.3:6). Other
Scriptures where ¢kglesia is used for a universal assembly of
believers are I Cor. 10:32,11:22, 12:28;Eph.1:22-23 and Col.1:18-
24. Therefore from these biblical uses of the word ekklesia, it can
be concluded that e¢kk/esia (the church) is the assembly of people
called into a relationship with Jesus Christ for a specific purpose.

I would therefore like to define the word church as the
whole body of those who through faith in Christ's death and
resurrection have been reconciled to God and have received new
life. This includes all believers in Christ, both dead and living, As
indicated above, it is universal, social, political and spiritual in
nature, but finds expression in local groupings, which display the
same qualities, as does the body as a whole. It is a body that has
been given power and authority for the advancement of the
kingdom of God, to confront all unrighteousness with the love of
God. The church therefore is different from the kingdom of
God. Jesus came to establish the kingdom of God but the church
he came to build as an instrument of the kingdom. The church
thereforeis an agent for the advancement of the kingdom of God.
A united church in mission is a powerful force that cannot be

stopped.
The church that our Lord left behind, the weak and

discouraged disciples, later became a powerful group operating in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Before they were baptized with the
Holy Spirit, they seemed to have lost direction and understanding
of all that Jesus taught and modelled in regard to the Good News
of the kingdom. In Acts1:6 their question as to when the kingdom
would be restored to Israel revealed both their lack of
understanding and confusion.

However, it did not take long before it dawned on them
what Christ really came to do as recorded in John 3:16. With their
understanding of Matthew 28:18-20, they started and continued

the mission of the kingdom of
God that Jesus Christ came to
establish. They preached, taught
and healed the sick (Acts 5:27-
32).
political and religious leaders of

They confronted the

their day. They formed a new
community (a caring
community of believers) of the
kingdom of God and their

ministry was holistic. They fed

~ A
Dr. Moses Alagbe

the poor and cast out demons. They demonstrated the pracy/Zmlity
Continued on page 4




Continued from page 3
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of the Good News of the kingdom as they shared their possessions,
caring for those who were less fortunate (Acts 2:41-47).

The social program of the early church was not separated
from the verbal proclamation of the Good News of the kingdom.
Those that were appointed (Acts 6-8) to care for the widows and the
poor also proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom of God in
the power of the Holy Spirit, casting out demons and healing the
sick. Stephen and Philip are two examples. The early church
believed that the Good News of the kingdom must be addressed to

the entire creation as recorded in Romans 8:18-25.

Their understanding of mission is also recorded in
Colossians 1:15-20: that God through Christ created all things, that
in Christ all things are held together and that through him
everything will be reconciled to God. This understanding guided
their ministry as they went everywhere sharing the common
experience of the populace and proclaiming the Good News of the
kingdom.

The church was a missionary movement that could not be
stopped. They taught holistic ministry as stated in James 2:15-17,
expressing practical faith in clothing the naked and feeding the
poor. The early church was the agent of the socio-political and
spiritual transformation of their time. The church was a movement
with a mission that acknowledged the spiritual and social
transformation as two sides of the same coin. The Christian life as
lived and demonstrated by the eatly church was never boring. On

the contrary it was exciting,

This however changed as the gospel moved from Judaism
into Hellenistic culture. The church became more organized as an
institution that defends the right doctrine rather than a missionary
movement that takes the whole Gospel to the whole world. The
institutionalization of the church, the emphasis on doctrine and the

eglect of the mission of the kingdom of God as lived and taught
by the eatly church compromised the holistic mission of the

church.
The emphasis on understanding and teaching the right
ide focused institution with a

world. This prob

doctrine reduced the church to an i

negative e
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According to Bosch, Pelagius did not believe in original sin,
but said that Adam had condemned mankind through a bad
example. In contrast, Christ's good example offered humanity a
path to salvation, but through instruction of the will and not
through sacrifice. Therefore, humanity did not need redemption,
onlyinspiration. Original sin did not stain human nature because
of its divine nature. He believed that mankind is capable of
choosing good or evil without any help from God. Therefore,
mankind can live a sinless life through a very strong will and

rigorous asceticism.

In contrast Scripture teaches that God told Noah as recorded
in Genesis 7:21 that the imagination of man's heartis evil from his
youth. The fact that we are all born in sin is cleatly acknowledged
by David as recorded in Psalm 51. In his reference to Jesus Christ
and his death on the cross, Pelagius believed that Christ is not a
Savior who died for the sins of mankind, but an example we are to
emulate. According to Bosch the views of Pelagius prompted
Augustine to develop his own understanding of original sin and
predestination, and the salvation of the soul of man became the
focal pointof his explanation of Paul's epistles to the Romans and
the Galatians. Augustine's conclusion is that the human soul is lost

and must be saved.

The stage was thus set for the doctrine of personal salvation.
Other theologians concluded that the salvation of mankind was a
private matter and the world (socio-political and economic affairs)
is secondary in relation to the redemptive work of Christ. The
efforts of the church fathers to defend the Bible from heresies
unfortunately lead to other heresies that misled the church into a

dualistic view of reality and approach to mission.

“ From the book; ' The Church is boring: If not relevant
by. Dr. Moses Alagbe)
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According to Bosch, the Greek understanding of reality
called Gnosticism also influenced the church's dualistic view of its
mission. The Bible reveals God as the creator of both spiritual and
physical realms. Gnostic dualism takes this basic truth and

categorizes these two realms as higher and lower, more important =

and less important with the spiritual realm as superior. Like a virus

ing worldwide with destructive consequences. The physical

nd spiritual aspects of life cannot be separated. They are two
sides of the same coin.
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wild, it infected the church and institutions of Christian
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onversion is among the most profound events in one's
religious life. As such, it represents the entire realization

of one's religious life and thus deserves important
attention in the field of practical theology.

Dealing with spiritual transformation is a delicate business and itis
not an easy task since, “it is difficult to understand, predict, and
control that which is generally invisible to the outsider, mysterious
and sacred to the insider.” I will first like to start with the definition

of conversion.

The definitions of conversion differ widely. Some of them are
descriptions rather thanl]definitions. The word conversion is
derived from the Hebrew word shubh, Greek metanoeo, []and
Latin conversio meaning to turn, to return, and to turn again.
Basically, it means turning[] around, or to change. At the beginning
of the twentieth century, interest in religious L[] conversion gave
birth to a new discipline, the psychology of religion.[] This is an
attempt by L] psychology to describe the details of the origins, and
uses of religious beliefs and behaviors[ | Conversion I believe, is a
work of God, and as person responds, Lewis R. Rambo,
Understanding Religious Conversion (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1993), quoted in Sremac, 38. [

Three periods can be distinguished in psychological research of
conversion: Period [J1 (1880-1925), with early American
psychology of religion; Period 2 (1960s and 1970s) [lwhen
conversion was studied in the context of the rise of new religious
movements; and [J Period 3: from 1980 to present, in which a new

paradigm is emerging in the context of [l pluralism. Hetty Zock,

chological

@
Research: between

nversion

social science and
literally analysis”
quoted in Jan N. Bremmer, Wout Jac van Bekkum, and Arie L.
U Molendijk, Paradigms, Poetics, and Politics of Conversion
(Dudley, MA: Peeters, 2006), 59.3 David Adams ILeeming,
Kathryn Wood Madden, and Stanton Marlan, Encyclopedia of
Psychology and Religion, 2 vols., vol. 2 (New York: Springer,
2009),77000000000

What happens in conversion is sometimes difficult to describe. A
man who was born blind was healed by Jesus, and the [] Pharisee
of his days wanted to know what really happened. The blind man
answered “I was [ blind and now I see,” and when he was asked a
second time he asked Pharisees if they also []wanted to be Jesus
disciples (John 9: 1-27). A dialogue between psychology and
theology Ll may foster greater understanding and benefit both
fields, but complete understanding of [] conversion is when one

becomes a disciple of Jesus.

Despite differences of opinion over the [ nature of conversion,
there is one underlying assumption upon which most scholars
would L] seem to agree, which is that conversion involves a radical
change in a person's perspective. L] The best example of this is
seen in the life of Paul the Apostle in Acts 9; therefore, as 1
[Jalready mentioned, almost all theorists believe thata change of a

self lies at the heart of the experience.

ABA Academic & Non-Academic Staff

Rev. Ingrid Powel

Ingrid holds a Master of Divinity ( M.Div)
degree from Tyndale Theological Seminary
The Netherlands in 1995. She has been
lecturing at Amsterdam Bible Academy
since 2001.
Ingrid loves to serve the Lord. Her life
verses are Matt 6:33 and John 4:34(.....to do
the will of Him who saved ....) Further
more her Passion is to teach and to keep
learning. According Ingrid, teaching at
ABA might be a good preparation for
future ministry in Africa, the continent of
her ancestors; The Netherlands her Judea/
Samaria and Africa her end of the earth. To
the glory of the name of my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ
Ingrid also have a master degree in
midwifery. She works at Flevo
Hospital. The Netherlands.

Rev. Emmanuel Adeshina Jayeola

Reverend Emmanuel Adeshina Jayeola
holds a Master of Arts in Theology
from Tilburg University, the
Netherlands. He is a respected
Christian leader who serves in vatious
capacities as a pastor, coach,
counsellor, and a mentor. He has led
several thriving church plants in
Nigeria and the Netherlands. Rew.
Jayeola joined the academic staff of
Amsterdam Bible Academy in 2016.
His overriding passion is to teach the
timeless and applicable principles of
God's word so that men and women
can occupy their functional places in
God's purpose. Currently, he
coordinates Neighbours For Christ, a
para-Christian ministry based in the
Netherlands.

Adeshina is happily martied to Vivian Morounmubo and
they are blessed with four adorable daughters- Eniola, Biola,
Temitope and Oluwadara.

Dr. Raffic Osman

Dr. Osman graduated from Bakke Graduate University,
Seattle, USA witha Doctor in Ministry Degree in 2012. Got
his Diploma in Christian Studies and Master of Divinity
degree from Tyndale Theological Seminary The
Netherlands in 2005 and 2006 respectively.

Dr. Osman was Ordained in Victory Outreach Church in
Amsterdam, 2003 as an associate pastor. Dr. Osman joined
Amsterdam Bible Academy as a lecturer in 2007. Presently
he is the founder and senior pastor of Treasure foundation
and the national coordinator of the Global University
(USA) in the Netherlands. His passion is teaching and
equipping the church for the works of ministries. Dr.
Osman is matried to Pastor Beatrice and they are blessed
with five children and two grand children.

II . . Continued on page 10
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good.” Prioritizing the spiritual as more important than the
physical does not come from the Scripture, but from ancient Greek
thought propounded by Plato and others. When applied to one's
view of human nature, the Gnostic view will prioritize the soul
over the physical body and spiritual need over physical need. As a
result, the soul of man and its needs became more important than
the body and its physical needs. This view of life and reality has
deeply and dangerously influenced both the theology and
missiology of the church.

The Good News of the kingdom of God as proclaimed
by Christ goes beyond forgiveness of sinand opening of the door
to eternal life. The Apostle Paul reveals in Colossians 1:15-20 that
everything was created through Christ and that by him all things
hold together and through him all things are reconciled to God. All
things and everything as used here dealt a fatal blow to the personal
salvation understanding and practice of mission. God created all
things and he is reconciling all things created through the gospel of
the kingdom back to Christ, hence there is a need for a holistic

approach to missions.

A Gnostic mind-set limits our mission to the world to
personal evangelism, which is not biblical or relevant to the
physical needs of the society. The church of the twenty-first
century is still plagued with Gnostic dualism and hence the

=
-

-
=
-
=
H
=

separation of the salvation of mankind from that of the rest of
God's creation. The love of God and the love of neighbor have
been separated into spiritual and physical matters respectively,
while evangelism has become the most important spiritual
mission of saving souls. Regrettably this false dichotomy is what
has made the church the most irrelevant in our post-modern
culture. It is also one of the reasons why the Christian life has
become private, boring and of no effect. The focus on personal
salvation and evangelism removed the church completely from
the center it once occupied in the social, politico-economic

spheres.

This one sided mission taught and practiced by the Western
world unfortunately was the gospel exported to other parts of
the world: the gospel that separates the spiritual from the
physical, a gospel that called people to repentance from sin
without repentance unto good work, a gospel that did not relate
to day to day life, a gospel that did not address socio-political and
economic matters. The church cannot afford to continue to
proclaim this one sided gospel that is not relevant to our

postmodern world.

In addition to Gnostic dualism, the excessive emphasis on

the work of the Holy Spirit in building a righteous and

Continued on page 12



ne day Jesus entered into the templg ¢ Jcrusalem and

place s?l;usy with all sort of activities. The religious folks with
their leaders were busy with their business as usual and very
happy, perhaps thinking that they were doing the bidding of God, only to
be confronted by violent reaction from an unknown authority (Jesus). It
was in his reaction that he indicated his ownership and purpose of the

temple: the reason he could not countenance its use.

17 Moreover, he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written,
'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you
have madeitaden of robbers.” (Mark 11:17)

A thorough look and understanding of scripture would help us to simply
define sin as a “violation of purpose.”” A classical example is the
determination of humans to build the tower of Babel (Gen 11). God was
displeased with them as their pursuit was contrary to his purpose to
spread and occupy the earth (Gen 1:28). Jesus rightly was furious with the
Jews about their treatment of the temple in Jerusalem because they
ignored its purpose.

It is true in any sphere of life that, whenever purpose is misplaced, every
other thing is possible. Since the chief priests and the scribes lost the
primary objective of the temple, they turned it to suit their own purpose
which obviously could not attract God's approval. They even became
angry when Jesus corrected them, an attitude common to humanity. In
some situations in our lives we become arrogant and fight against
correctionif theissues do not fit ourideas and practices.

It must be noted, that since Jesus would not accept what was happening in
his house, he therefore, drove them out and reiterated the purpose of his
house-Prayer. This one statement should make us rethink the Business of
the Church. I have wondered why Jesus did not mention multiple
purposes but just singled out on Prayer. It underscores one fact that, itis
essential to make prayer the priority in church above all other things.
Surely, our choices and actions must demonstrate and epitomise the
importance of prayer, thus echoing the wisdom in Hannah's prayer: “for
not by might shall a man prevail (1 Sam 2:9c ESV).

One may play down the importance of prayer or would in theory embrace
it but deny it in practice, yet, the potency is far more to desctibe. Jesus's
own life and teachings instructively exemplifies this one important pillar
of our faith. Recently as I was contemplating the impact prayer has in our
lives and wotld, and the Lord spoke clearly to me, if I knew the
wickedness in the hearts of people that has been held back as result of
prayers no security intelligence can avert.

Two women have given a fair assessment on prayer; the great Dutch
Christian Cortie ten boom once said, “When Christians have meetings,
the devil smiles. When Christians plans, the devil laughs. When Christians
pray, the devil trembles.” Mother Theresa also said “God shapes the world
by prayer. The more praying there is in the world the better the world will
be, the mightier the force against evil.”

Perhaps it is important to remind ourselves on some of the reasons
prayer must have its place:

(11]

2. Prayer can reach where onc

3. Prayer is the extra mile of faith Math 9:19-29). 28 And when be had
entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why conld we not cast it ont?”
29 And be said to them, “This kind cannot be driven ont by anything but prayer.”’|

annot (i 1:1Y; Lol4i14).

A study of Luke 18: 1-8 thus indicates that Prayer is a sign of faith; in
order words it defines faith. Faith without prayer is self-confidence while
Faith with prayer is God-Confidence.

Prayer moves the hand of God to act on our behalf (Acts 12:1-10).
Prayeris the game changer (Esther 4:15-16).
Revelatory insight comes through much prayer (Jerimiah 33:3).

Deep troubles require deep prayers (Luke 22:40-44).

®© Nk

One cannot achieve more than they have prayed for especially in the
conversion of SOULS (Lk. 22:31-32). In fact the more you minister the
more you appreciate the fact your words have no power to change one
person except by the help of the Holy Spirit. It is easy to bring a person
to church but not the same to get them converted and prepared for
heaven.

9. The primary role of believers in the world is not to complain and
lament about how the world ought to be structured, rather, to PRAY
FOR ALL PEOPLE. Both Believers and unbelievers (1Tim 2:1-4).

10. We are asked by Paul to devote ourselves to prayer (Col 4:2 NASB).
Devote means to give all or most of one's time ot tesources to (person ot
activity). Other versions uses words like persist, continue steadfastly-all
indicating the priotity of prayerin God's program.

It should be our priority, not the only thing.

I'should not be misconstrued to be saying that prayer is the only thing we
should do in church and in our lives. What I am reechoing is the priority
of prayer. Brian ]. Dodd in his book Empowered Church leadership said
that Prayer does not substitute for action but births, directs and
empowers that action to flow out of the Holy Spirit. The church of Jesus
Christ must revisit its most potent force of prayer. P. E. Billheimer said
“a church without an intelligent, well- organized and systematic prayer
program is simply operating a religious treadmill.”

When Jesus visited the temple, he was shocked by what he found. A
complete violation of purpose. What will Jesus find and what will be his
verdict on our churches if he were to walk in? We should never miss the
insights the book of Revelation provides on how God sees his church
(Rev 1-3). Just compare the number of believers in any program with
prayer sections and you will be startled- how we have lost our spiritual
compass. Rightly the Apostles said “But we will devote ourselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4 ESV). Prayer is losing
its place to busyness and things that can't save or change a petson.
Prayerlessness must cease in our lives, homes and churches: 'for my
house shall be called a house of prayer' Jesus said.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9&version=ESV

STUDENTS WITH

THE 211 Introduction to Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective (5 CEUs)

A study of historic Christian doctrines as expressed through Protestant and evangelical traditions. The course provides a
complete study of the “Statement of Fundamental Truths” of The General Council of the Assemblies of God.
Materials required: Introduction to Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective (IST) by Johnny Ford Materials
recommended: Bible Doctrines by William I Menzies and Stanley M. Horton

BIB 212 New Testament Survey (5 CEUs)

A survey course giving the student background for understanding, teaching, and applying the principles of the New
Testament. Key facts from each book of the New Testament are highlighted in a manner that can be used in preaching
and teaching, Materials required: New Testament Survey (IST) by Global University Staff and Faculty Materials
recommended: Encountering the New Testament by Walter A. Elwell and Robert W. Yarbrough

BIB 215 Romans: Justification by Faith (5 CEUy)

An in-depth study of the book of Romans. It focuses on Paul's systematic explanation of the gospel to the Romans and
offers insight into the doctrines of sin, salvation, and sanctification. Students will learn how union with Christ and the
indwelling Holy Spirit leads to spiritual growth. Materials required: Romans: Justification by Faith (IST) by William F.
Lasley, with sermon notes by Richard Dresselhaus Materials recommended: Romans by I I. Bruce

BIB 214 Old Testament Survey (5 CEUs)

A practical approach to the Old Testament that gives students material they can use in teaching and preaching. It covers
significant details from every book in the Old Testament in an inspirational yet informative manner. Materials
required: Old Testament Survey (IST) by Global University Staff and Faculty Materials recommended: They Spoke
from God edited by William C. Williams

MIN 223 Introduction to Homiletics (5 CEUs)

A basic study of the principles of Christian preaching. The course emphasizes biblical exposition and covers practical
matters such as the preparation of sermons, sources of materials, construction of sermon components, variety of
sermon types, and delivery of sermons. Materials required: Introduction to Homiletics (IST) by Ian Hall Materials
recommended: Biblical Preaching by Haddon W. Robinson IFM available

THE 311 Prayer and Worship (5 CEUs)

An overview of the biblical teaching on prayer and worship leads to practical considerations for cultivating intimacy with
Christ in every aspect of life, from personal, private prayer to corporate celebration. Students will discover the joys and
benefits of a dynamic prayer life and gain a fresh appreciation for the many ways in which the Holy Spirit makes prayer

and worship both meaningful and powerful. An examination of some of the common challenges of prayer, such as

Continued on page 10




learning to hear God's voice, the problem of unanswered prayer, and what to do when it seems God is not speaking, is
followed by practical insight for becoming more effective and fervent prayer warriors. Materials required: Prayer and
Worship (IST) by Cheryl Taylor and Russ Michaels Materials recommended: The Spirit Helps Us Pray by Robert L. Brandt
and Zenas J. Bicket

MIN 251 Effective Leadership (5 CEUs)

A biblical approach to the principles of leadership. This course applies those principles in the church setting, giving the
student the practical skills needed to serve in a leadership role in the local church. Materials required: Effective Leadership
(IST) by Ron McManus Materials recommended: Developing

MIN 223 Introduction to Homiletics (5 CEUs)

A basic study of the principles of Christian preaching. The course emphasizes biblical exposition and covers practical matters
such as the preparation of sermons, sources of materials, construction of sermon components, variety of sermon types, and
delivery of sermons. Materials required: Introduction to Homiletics (IST) by Ian Hall Materials recommended: Biblical
Preaching by Haddon W. Robinson

MIN 281 Conflict Management for Church Leaders (5 CEUs)

A biblical approach to conflict resolution. This course offers a scriptural way to deal with the inevitable occasions when
conflict arises, particularly in a church setting. It offers practical principles for resolving the conflict in a manner that is
pleasing to God. Materials required: Conflict Management for Church Leaders (IST) by Wayde 1. Goodall Materials
recommended: The Peace Maker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict by Ken Sande

MIN 325 Preaching in the Contemporary World (5 CEUs)

The purpose of this course is to help preachers present life-changing messages that connect with the world around them. The
course focuses on presenting messages that are true, clear, interesting, and relevant. Students are challenged to present
messages that are true to the intent and power of Scripture. The course also examines the postmodern culture and offers help
in making messages relevant to the needs and concerns of this audience. Materials required: Preaching in the
Contemporary World (IST) by Doug Oss, Rochelle Cathcart, and David Crosby Materials recommended: 360-Degree
Preaching by Michael ]. Quicke

THE 245 Eschatology: A Study of Things to Come (5 CEUs)

A biblical study of end-time events written from a Pentecostal perspective. The course studies the Rapture plus various views
of the Tribulation and the Millennium. It provides excellent material for teaching and preaching on the second coming of
Christ. Materials required: Eschatology: A Study of Things to Come (IST) by Zenas J. Bicket Materials recommended:
Our Destiny by Stanley M. Horton

ABA Academic &Non-Academic Staff

Rev. Samuel Abeka

Rev. Samuel Abeka is a Master of Divinity degree holder from Tyndale ‘
Theological Seminary Netherlands (2008). He is currently the pastor of gitl
The Apostolic Church International in Amsterdam. Rev. Abeka joined the
academic staff of Amsterdam Bible Academy in 2009.

His passion is to help people in any way possible either in speech or
everyday life choices and actions to realize and live only for the purpose of
God through His Son Jesus Christ. Rev. Abeka is married to Rose and they
have two children Martin and Rosamel.

pastor Marry Annan and they have been blessed with two boys and one

Dr. Moses Alagbe

Dr. Moses Alagbe holds a doctoral degree in Transformational
Leadership from Bakke Graduate University Seattle USA (2008). He
obtained his Master of Arts degree in World Mission from Tyndale
Theological Seminary Netherlands in 1998.

He is currently the pastor of Maranatha Community Transformation
Center, the President of Amsterdam Bible Academy and the chairman
of The Pentecostal Council of Churches Amsterdam.

His passion is mobilizing the believers for their role in the society.

Dr. Alagbe is married to Annet and they are blessed with two young
adults, Joshua and Yentl.

Pastor Henry Annan (Non academic staaf)

Pastor Henry Annan is the founder and the senior pastor of Intercessory

House Ministry Amsterdam.

He obtained his Advanced Christian Service diploma from Amsterdam

Bible Academy in 2002. In 2003 he began to serve as the registrar of
Amsterdam Bible Academy to date. Pastor Henry is married to



Applications Invited for a
One Year Advance Diploma
in Pastoral Studies

This course is designed for those that are already in pastoral ministries, but will like to increase their leadership capacity and
ministry effectiveness. The course will also be a great tool for those who felt called into pastoral ministries.

Qualification for admission.

Only those who have been in ministries for a minimum of two years as pastors/assistant pastors or ABA students who have
completed CS Diploma/BA courses are qualified to apply for admission.

Course Details

* THE 211 Introduction to Theology: A Pentecostal
Perspective

* BIB 212 New Testament Survey

BIB 214 Old Testament Survey

» BIB 215 Romans: Justification by Faith
MIN 223 Introduction to Homiletics

MIN 251 Effective Leadership

THE411 The Church: Pentecost to Reformation
MIN 291 Intermediate Ministerial Internship

MIN 281 Conflict Management for Church Leaders
THE 245 Eschatology: A Study of Things to Come

Send a written request for application form to info@lifeinternational.nl You can also call the registrar.

0625512251 for application form.

THE 211 Introduction to Theology: A Pentecostal
Perspective
Introduction to Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective offers an in-depth
look at historic Christian doctrines as expressed through Protestant
and evangelical traditions. This course provides a complete study of
the “Statement of Fundamental Truths” divided into three units: Basic
Doctrines, God's Plan for Humankind, and God's Plan for the Future.

BIB 212 New Testament Survey
New Testament Survey gives the student background for
understanding, teaching, and applying the principles of the New
Testament. Key facts from each book of the New Testament are
highlighted in a manner that can be used in preaching and teaching.
This guidebook to the New Testament is a wonderful examination of
the latter half of the Bible.

BIB 214 Old Testament Survey
A practical approach to the Old Testament, this textbook gives students
material they can use in teaching and preaching. It covers significant
details from every book in the Old Testament in an inspirational, yet
informative, manner, offering a great wealth of information in just 200
pages. Five Global University faculty and staff members have
contributed to this volume.

BIB 215 Romans: Justification by Faith
Anin-depth study of the book of Romans, this volume focuses on Paul's
systematic explanation of the gospel to the Romans and offers insight
into the doctrines of sin, salvation, and sanctification. The student will
learn how union with Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit leads to
spiritual growth.

MIN 223 Introduction to Homiletics
This volume is a basic study of the principles of Christian preaching.
The textbook emphasizes biblical exposition and deals with practical

matters such as the preparation of sermons, the sources of
materials, the construction of sermon components, the variety of
sermon types, and the delivery of sermons. Introduction to
Homiletics is a fantastic tool for every preacher of God's word.

THE 245 Eschatology: A Study of Things to Come
A biblical study of end-time events written from a Pentecostal
perspective, Eschatology: A Study of Things to Come contains fourin-
depth units. The course studies the Rapture, plus various views of
the Tribulation and the Millennium. It provides excellent material for
teaching and preaching on the Second Coming of Christ and contains
interactive study questions.

MIN 251 Effective Leadership
Providing a biblical approach to the principles of leadership, this
textbook applies those principles in the church setting, giving the
student the practical skills needed to serve in a leadership role in the
local church. Ron McManus examines the characteristics of a strong
spiritual leader in this essential volume.

MIN 281 Conflict Management for Church Leaders
Conflict Management for Church Leaders gives a biblical approach to
conflict resolution. This course offers a scriptural way to deal with
the inevitable occasions when conflict arises, particularly in a church
setting. It offers practical principles for resolving the conflict in a
manner thatis pleasing to God.

MIN 291 Intermediate Ministerial Internship
These studies help the student develop the right attitude for
ministry. It examines characteristics to be avoided and tests to be
passed in the life of a minister and further focuses on public aspects
of ministry, such as teaching, preaching, and leading meetings. The
personal life of the minister, including time management and per
sonal health are also discussed.



holy community without the work of the Holy Spirit as a
missionary spirit, also dealt a fatal blow to the mission of the
church. As the gospel moved from Judaism into Hellenistic culture,
the church became more organized as an institution that defended

the right doctrine rather than a missionary movement.

The direct involvement of the Roman emperors
beginning with Constantine A.D. 313 further eroded the
missionary movement of the church. The church became worldly
and a political tool for oppression rather than a missionary
movement for liberation. According to Bosch, one of several
responses to the worldliness of the church was Donatists, a group
that originated in North Africa with the belief that a true believer
should have nothing to do with the world and that the church must
absolutely be separated from the state. In response to the
Donatists, Augustine argued and defended the existence of the
church for the world that was hurting,

Despite this and other challenges, the church remained
united, and this unity was a powerful witness to the society, but in
1054 this unity suffered a devastating blow when the church split

into eastern Orthodox and western Roman Catholic Church.

After the great schism of the church in 1054, the Eastern
Orthodox Church appears to have withdrawn from the society.
The church became the focus of the Orthodox Church, and
mission became thoroughly church-centred. The western Roman
CatholicChurch on the other hand continued to expand through
the activities of the monasteries. Though the monastic movements
were not primarily for the purpose of missions, the exemplary
lifestyle of the monastic communities made a profound impact on
medieval society. Monasteries were centers for highly disciplined
Christian lives, hard manual labor, culture and education. They
were hives of activity for the benefit of communities in their
surroundings. They were communities of faith that engaged life in
its wholeness, which was truly incarnational. Manual labor was as
much religious ministry as prayer. The Celtic and Benedictine
monasteries contributed tremendously to the development of
European education and greatly influenced other aspects of

European culture.

While the Eastern Orthodox Church remained united, the
Roman Catholic Church went through another division in the
sixteen century. The discovery of the priesthood of every believer
and the role of faith in salvation by Luther, which was seriously

opposed by the papacy, was responsible for this division.

Justification by faith became the central doctrine of the
Protestant church. The emphasis of the fall, the lost-ness of
mankind, the inability of mankind to save himself, the dependence
of mankind on the saving grace of God and the perception that the
wortld is evil and individuals must be snatched from this evil world,
affected the understanding and practice of the mission of the
Protestant church. God became a personal God and the question
of salvation became a question for each individual (which further
reinforced the Gnostic idea). The priesthood of all believers

further consolidated the personal relationship of

individuals with God, independent of the church. All these
events greatly influenced the Protestant understanding and

practice of missions.

In comparison to Luther, Calvin took the believer's
responsibility in the world more seriously. However, very little
happened by the way of missionary outreach during the first two
centuries after the Reformation. The church was defined in terms
of what happened inside its four walls rather than its calling in the
world. Priority was given to developing and teaching “true”
doctrine to the detriment of missions. This further fuelled a seties
of divisions that characterized the Protestant church. The church
became more institutionalized state churches rather than an
apostolic community called and formed for the purpose of

engaging the world.

The advent of enlightenment in the seventeenth century
did not help the matter. Prior to the age of reason, the social
order, private and public life, arts etc. were rooted in religion. Life
was directly related to religious experience. The Enlightenment
radically changed the social setting, and anthropocentrism
replaced theism. The Christian faith became just one among
several religions. The Christian church lost its dominant and
influential position and began to respond in a variety of ways.
Faith became a private and personal matter. The emphasis on
facts reduced the Bible to a storehouse of facts and principles,

eliminating the spiritual experience.

However, between 1726 and 1825, a series of revivals
spread across the American colonies and Europe, producing a
profound impact on missions. Jonathan HEdwards was
instrumental in the first wave of these revivals. His emphasis on
personal spiritual experience, the knowledge of the Scripture and
the exemplary life brought back the dynamics of the Christian
faith. With regard to Europe, it was only in Britain through John
Wesley and his brother that revival was also experienced. The
enlightenment spirit was so strong in Europe that the church did
not experience the revival as it did in America. It is also worth
noting that the Protestant church, both in Europe and America,
was indifferent to the plight of the poor. It was the non-
established churches and believers of the revivals that were
moved to compassion in relation to the conditions of the poor.
According to Bosch, “The enlightenment had steadily but
relentlessly whittled away the once so broad range of the church's
interests in all of life and society.” The focus of the church was
more on saving as many “souls” as possible through the
preaching of the word and evangelism. The church continued to
focus more on the inside than on the outside and foreign mission
was reduced to the exportation of western culture and

knowledge.

The emergence of the social gospel was a reaction to this
situation. Bosch identified four consequences of the social
gospel: acceptance of other religions as equally true, the shift in
missions from evangelism to transformation of society, from
individual to society and the focus on salvation for life in the

present. The conservative church rejected this. The church once
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) GU is Perspective Education: Considering the drastic changes in the last decade, most of us need a path to better
understand a world that is:

Vastly more global through the internet, world capital markets, and massive changes in post- Cold War alliances;
Vastly more urban as countries such as China are transferring 20 million people each year to urban centers to fuel the expected need for
urbanindustrial workers; and
Vastly more pluralistic—Ten-year-old assumptions of race and culture are obsolete
No matter what their area of concentration, all students areimmersed in a context that recalls and retrofi ts them with a perspective for ministry
in this new, global, urban world. Thisis how we doit.

BGU is Experiential Education: Nothing speaks louder than the real thing. Cities are often our classrooms . . . our labs. BGU creates city
immersion experiences or 'plunges' designed to expand everyone's worldview. These plunges always include rich spiritual, biblical, historical
and community reflection. Diversity is a hallmark of BGU cohorts, where you always find students from a variety of denominations and creeds
and from numerous continents. Another hallmark is the number of accomplished national and international urban ministry leaders who
comprise our student body.

BGU is Practical Education: Urban leaders don't put up with long theories that don't land someplace that makes a difference. BGU faculty have
the highest academic credentials, but they share their teaching load with street practitioners and front-line innovators. Assignments are
rigorous, but they have immediate application to real life and ministry. We know there is no margin for wasted time. | invite you to learn more
about BGU's approach to education. We believe the urban world is the best place to understand what the rest of the world is experiencing or
will be experiencing before we know it. Global cities enlighten and discomfort those who come to learn from them. They are the places where
God is often heard best, because our own voices make the least sense. In these places BGU prepares those who join us at supersonic speed and
tectonic depth to live the rest of their lives aware of and prepared to join in God's global work in a new way. The journey waits, and there is a
place for you—as astudent, educational traveller, or supporter.



Foundation University equips the students to identify and address critical social and global issues
such as corruption, gender inequality, poverty and racial
discrimination in a manner that contributes to a just and caring societies.

oundation University is a growing online Christian university

with a mission to advance knowledge, promote teaching and

research, and help society discover ways to overcome its most

pressing problems. Foundation University graduate programs and courses

are developed to stimulate social transformation by encouraging the

students to identify and address critical social and global issues such as

corruption, gender inequality, poverty and racial discrimination in a
manner that contributes to a just and caring societies.

At Foundation University, education is limited

neither by time nor space. It is an ongoing and

restless search, one to which this University is

dedicated. Foundation University offers hybrid

education, this means we adapt our programs to

the circumstances and situations of our

students. Thus our programs are based on

distance, online, and class based education. We

use both traditional and non-traditional methods

which allow the students to study in their own pace,

place and timing with guidance and mentorship of our

ABOUT AMSTERDAM BIBLE ACADEMY (ABA)

volunteer faculty.

Foundation University makes education accessible for those who have
never had the opportunity to experience higher education. It is fair
education, It is small. We don't have campuses and big classrooms. Our
classrooms are churches, homes, offices, internet cafes, even prisons.
We use everything we can to transfer knowledge to those who cannot
afford it, but have dreams to pursue it and the courage to use it for a
better world. At the moment we do not

claim to be the greatest online university, we

do not have sufficient resources yet, but we

hope that one day we become the Red Cross

of education. Thus, Foundation University

is a movement to promote self-education,

self-mobilization around the world and

justice in higher education: fair and equal

distribution of knowledge worldwide.

On behalf of the University I invite you to

join us on this journey for change.
Samuel Lee, Ph.D.
Founder & President
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